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“If we are not self-consciously providing a culture rooted in 

truth, 
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It is common to reject that which is not common to us.  Whenever we face situations that are foreign 
to our everyday routine, we often shudder and cower in either fear or anger.  A common phrase that 
you may have heard is that we hate that which we don’t understand.  Unfortunately as parents, many 
times these attitudes that we display fall upon our children.  All it takes is an unknowing careless-
ness one time to develop patterns of prejudice and hatred in our children.  This is not just a recent 
phenomenon.  The prophet Jonah was guilty of this same sin.  He literally despised the people of 
Nineveh so much that he was willing to deliberately rebel against what God asked him to do.  
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Hopefully it doesn’t have to take living in the belly of a great fish or watching a plant die to get us to 
realize God’s heart for the nations.  The task of the Gospel is so massive, enduring and rewarding that 
it doesn’t have time for our prejudices.  This week, take time to break out of your comfort zone with 
your children for the sake of the Gospel.  Go serve at a soup kitchen or rescue mission, donate time 
to people in an underprivileged part of town, develop a relationship with someone from a foreign 
nation—do all of these things for the sake of the Gospel and the glory of God.

Treasure Verse: “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Blessed is 
the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.  For when I 
kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  For day and night your hand was 
heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.  I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,’ and you forgave the 
iniquity of my sin.  Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be 
found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.  You are a hiding place for me; you 
preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance.  I will instruct you and teach 
you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you” (Psalm 32:1-8).
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