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“To the degree that the Gospel makes our marriage attractive, !
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Economically speaking, the last few years beginning with 2008 have been a disaster.  Many people 
in the United States  have had their lives altered drastically by the fluctuations in the job market, the 
stock market and the real estate market.  In the years leading up to this downturn, America experi-
enced a time of great gain, but this gain was all lost in a matter of months.  For many people, this has 
caused a time of great despair as everything they sought to build to provide security has now been 
seriously altered.

In Philippians 3, the Apostle Paul paints an amazing picture that is completely opposite to what we 
have observed during the last three years.  Paul states that he has intentionally counted as loss ev-
erything he gained from his past.  In the beginning of Philippians 3, Paul lays out his quite extensive 
and impressive portfolio.  It’s diversified, and it’s vast.  And yet, in spite of all that he had gained, Paul 
considers it worthless in comparison to what he now has in Christ.  
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In our homes, how often do we model for our children the importance we place on our earthly posses-
sions?  In our words and our actions, in what we buy and what we dream about, are we communicating 
to our spouses and our children that we consider the fleeting things of this world to be gain to us?  

Consider this week how much of your affections and attention are spent on striving after the rubbish 
of this world.  Only when we consider everything waste when compared with Christ, it is only then we 
have opportunities to share of our love for God and make a difference in this world.  Ask the Holy Spirit 
to convict you of ways in which you can model this biblical truth from Philippians 3 in your home and 
for your family.

Treasure Verse: “But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.  For His sake I 
have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be 
found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—that I may know Him and 
the power of His resurrection, and may share His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, that by 
any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead” (Philippians 3:7-11).
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