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The Golden Calf

Treasuring Christ & Proclaiming His Worth

“And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Go down, for your people, 
whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, 

have corrupted themselves. They have turned aside quickly 
out of the way that I commanded them. They have made 

for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and 
sacrificed to it and said, “These are your gods, O Israel, 

who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!”’” 
Exodus 32:7-8 (ESV)

     od had just made a covenant with the people of Israel, 
but while Moses was still up on the mountain, the Israelites 
panicked. Moses, their mediator with God, had been gone 
for so long! Was he ever coming back? Rather than trust-
ing God to care for them, the people decided to make their 
own god to worship, which grieved the Lord very much. He 
could have killed all of the people because of their sin, but 
instead, only around 3000 men were killed that day.  By get-
ting rid of the sin that was within the camp, He protected the 
Israelites from destroying themselves.  And in His mercy, He 
would continue to guide them to the Promised Land even 
though they committed a great sin.

FURTHER READING
Lesson 23: Israel Makes an Idol from Exodus: A Com-
mentary for Children by Nancy Ganz

FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Why did the Children of Israel want to make an idol?  

How can we explain this after all that God has done for 
them?

2. Was Aaron faithful in his job as a priest? Why or why 
not?

3. What do we learn about God in this passage?  What do 
we learn about mankind?  How is God’s holiness and 
love demonstrated in this story?

4. What are some examples of modern-day idols that we 
have?  How do we know when something becomes an 
idol for us?

5. How can we apply the Gospel to our idols?  How can we 
practically expose them in our lives? 
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TODAY’S THEME
Israel Turns From God.  While Moses was still up on the mountain 
receiving instructions from the Lord, the people of Israel became impa-
tient and built an idol.  With the help and approval of Aaron they made 
a calf out of gold, and they worshipped it as their god. They had already 
forgotten the very first of the 10 Commandments, “You shall have no 
other gods before me,” and the second commandment too, which said, 
“You shall not make for yourselves an idol.” This greatly grieved and 
angered God so much! What were the Israelites thinking?!  

As Pastor Larry preaches today, write down or draw pictures of any 
important things you learn.

GOLDEN CALF
God told Moses to go back down the mountain to the people because 
they had made a sinful decision to worship an idol. Color the picture  
below of Moses and the Israelites.

SERMON NOTES
OR SERMON PICTURE
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COMMANDMENTS QUIZ
God was angry at the Israelites because in worshipping the calf, they broke 
the 1st and 2nd commandments. Do you remember the commandments 
we studied? Test out your knowledge below (or read Exodus 20 if you get 
stuck and need help!)

1. You shall have no other _______ before _____.
2. You shall not make for yourselves an ________.
3. You shall not take the _______ of the ________ in ________.
4. Remember the ______________, to keep it _______.
5. Honor your _________ and __________.
6. You shall not ___________.
7. You shall not commit  _____________.
8. You shall not _________.
9. You shall not bear ________   ___________.
10. You shall not _________.


