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Last week you talked about the concept of debt with your child(ren).  Have you, as a parent, ever owed 
someone something that you could not pay?  It is a hopeless feeling when you can’t meet someone’s 
demands or requirements, isn’t it?  The weight of this thought, as it relates to our sin, can likewise be 
hopeless.  We want our children to understand the depth of sin, the separation that it causes between 
us and our holy Creator.  But we also want them to marvel at the truth that payment has been given 
by someone else who is able to cover our wrongs.  

Just as it would be a terrible error on our part not to speak honestly of sin, it is likewise a grave error 
if we don’t unveil the glorious truth of the payment Christ has made.  This is a great time to introduce 
God’s requirement of sacrifice from the Old Testament law.  Explain to your children that only the 
best could be offered to God (the best grain or crops, the set animal, the best lamb) as a sacrifice or 
an offering (Leviticus 1:3, 3:1, and 4:3 are examples).  We really can’t speak of Jesus the way John the 
Baptist did (John 1:29) if we are unwilling to talk about sacrifice.
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Share this illustration with your children to teach them about the cost that Jesus met for the 
debt required for salvation (make sure they understand this is an illustration).  Take a few of your 
children’s most prized possessions and tell them they can have them back if they can make the 
payment you require.  The required payment should be something you know they don’t have and 
can’t find or get (maybe a toy, a book, or a video game).  

When they confess that there is no way they can make the payment, tell them this is just like the 
sin debt we have with God.  Tell them about how Jesus paid our debt.  Talk to them about the 
perfection of Christ and how only a perfect sacrifice (something that no one else could provide) 
would be sufficient to pay the debt we owe God.  Ask them how it makes them feel to know that 
Jesus’ love was so great that He would give Himself as the payment for our sin.  

Treasure Verse: “The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world!’” (John 1:29)
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“His Word is never ineffectual or without fruit . . .  !"#$%&'(%)*#%+*)&,$-%
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