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It’s called the “comfort zone” for a reason: it’s where we are most comfortable.  But for Christians, the comfort 
zone can be a ministry rut.  If we only hang out with people just like us—people from the same faith, race, 
ethnicity or socioeconomic background—we forget that the Gospel is for people who are different from us 
too.  And if that’s the case, our children will never be given the opportunity to learn that truth either.  They 
will never learn that the Gospel is for all people.

In Ephesians 2:11-3:21, Paul is speaking as a Jew to the Gentiles.  God called Paul and calls us in our families 
to interact with people outside of our comfort zone because the Gospel wasn’t only intended for the Jews.  
It is for the Gentiles too.  For me.  For you.  For your children.  For people like you and their children.  And for 
people who aren’t like you and their children. The beauty of the Gospel is that it erases our differences and 
unifies us in Christ.
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Invite a family who is different from your own to share a meal with your family.  This can be a valuable 
opportunity to show hospitality in your own home (particularly if you’re reaching out to a neighbor), but 
remember it doesn’t have to be extravagant or elegant.  The time spent together is what’s important, not 
the recipes or the décor.  The opportunity to be unified over a meal, despite any differences, can display 
the unity we can have in Christ.  If members of the other family do not believe in Christ, this will also help 
you build a relationship with them and point them to Him.

“For He Himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in His flesh the dividing 
wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that He might create 
in Himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one 
body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.  And He came and preached peace to you who were 
far off and peace to those who were near.  For through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father” 
(Ephesians 2:14-18).

“The family table is a beautiful picture of gathering and 
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