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At the beginning of Acts 2, the believers received the gift of the Holy Spirit and the church was born, an event 
celebrated in liturgical tradition as the day of Pentecost.  In Acts 2:4-12, we read how the Christ followers 
spoke in tongues, yet by God’s power all who heard them could understand in their own native language.  
Some though questioned if the believers were drunk on wine.  In response, Peter preached the Gospel to 
explain the power of God for all people.
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How would you respond if someone asked, “What is the good news of Christ?”  In other words, how would 
you explain the Gospel?  Pose this question to your family and ask each member—yourself included!—
to answer in their own words.  Each family member will probably have a slightly different answer and 
that’s okay.  Throughout the book of Acts and the rest of Scripture, the Gospel is proclaimed by and to 
different people in different ways.  We shouldn’t expect a preschooler, a teenager and an adult to each 
describe the good news of Christ in the same way. 

Now read Acts 2:22-24 together and compare your explanations of the Gospel to the one provided by 
Peter.  In Peter’s description, we see these elements of the Gospel: Jesus lived a life that was “attested . . .  
by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through Him,” Jesus was crucified by the 
plan of God, Jesus was raised by the power of God and Jesus fulfilled the prophecy given to David by 
God.  In response to the Gospel, the people repented and were baptized (see verses 37-41).

Peter’s sermon wasn’t carefully prepared or scripted.  It was given in response to people in the crowd 
who misunderstood the power of God.  Remind your family that we won’t always have time to prepare a 
perfect response when someone asks us, “What is the Gospel, anyway?”

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and 
wonders and signs that God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves know—this Jesus, delivered 
up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of 
lawless men.  God raised Him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for Him to be held 
by it” (Act 2:22-24).

“Have you ever heard that statement (attributed to Francis 
of Assisi), ‘Preach the Gospel.  If necessary, use words’? !"#$!
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