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of these narratives paint a picture of what life has become outside the Garden of Eden.  Just a few 
chapters earlier, Adam and Eve were living in paradise and enjoying perfect fellowship with God.  The 
stark contrast between the pre-Fall and the post-Fall world illustrates the corrosive effect sin has on 
everything it touches.

Ever since the Fall of Man, we have attempted to find our way back to paradise.  Consider all of the 
governments and leaders throughout history that have sought to re-create the Garden of Eden—
only to end up creating chaos and ruin.  Think of Stalin in Communist Russia, Hitler in Fascist Germany 
and Mao Tse Tung in China.  No matter how hard man tries, there is no going back to Eden.  Our hope 
must be found in Jesus Christ alone.
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Hope is a powerful force.  When we have hope that is rooted in the promises of God, we can 
endure anything.  When we are without hope or our hope is rooted in worldly things, we are easily 
crushed and frustrated.  That is why we must keep eternity always in our thinking.  Think of how 
resilient a child of God can be if his life is founded in biblical truths, such as Romans 8:18: “For I 
consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to 
be revealed to us.” 

Do your children see you as someone who has a steadfast hope?  Here are a few ways to 
demonstrate that hope for them:

who is in control of the government than they do about who is control of the universe, they will 
not learn to hope properly.

This doesn’t mean avoiding crying or grieving when it’s appropriate, but your children need to 
see you facing disappointment with your hope firmly secure in the sovereignty of God.
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