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Keeping a house clean can be frustrating.  As soon as you have everything straightened up, it seems 
like somebody comes along and dirties things up again. God had every right to feel this way in 
Genesis 9:18-29. He had cleaned up the world by sending the flood.  Noah was supposed to be the 
one whom the narrator of Genesis implies would give mankind a fresh start. Yet, despite Noah’s 
opportunity to represent humanity well, he sinned and failed to live up to God’s expectations.

The situation in this passage looks hopeless.  Despite God’s merciful effort to give mankind a fresh 
start, it would seem that man is doomed to continue in sin.  The good news comes not from looking 
at man’s failure but at God’s provision.  God’s plan from the beginning was to send Jesus to rescue His 
people. God knew that despite His efforts, we would get it wrong.  That’s why Jesus’ coming to die on 
the cross is so wonderful.  He was the only one who could get it right.
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We have an individual responsibility to act righteously just like Adam and Noah.  However, since 
we are sinners just like Adam and Noah, we will fall short of this many times in our lives.  What is 
important is that we realize that God is sovereign and good and His plans cannot be thwarted even 
by our sin.  In fact, 1 John 1:9 teaches us that when we confess our sin to Him, He will forgive us and 
make us clean again.

One of the most practical ways that you can teach this grace to yourself and your children is to ask for 
their forgiveness when you have failed them as a parent.  How powerful it is to take responsibility for 
your sin and seek the help of your children in overcoming it.  Ask them to pray for you so that you will 
trust God and not in your own strength. 

“A consciousness of our powerlessness should cast us upon Him 
who has all power.  !"#"$%&"'$()$*&"#"$+$,()(-'$+'.$,("*$-/$0-.1)$
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