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We have all heard the story of Chicken Little running around crying, “The sky is falling, the sky is 
falling!”  In the Treasure Story for this week’s lesson, however, the sky was about to fall or at least 
fire was about to fall from it.  Judgment was coming to the towns of Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
Abraham’s nephew Lot had settled in this area.  The Lord and two angels came to Abraham first to 
visit with him and to let him know what was about to happen.

Before Abraham sees the Lord off, he initiates what is one of the more interesting conversations 
recorded in Scripture.  Abraham systematically pleads with the Lord to spare Sodom and Gomorrah 
if there are righteous people living there.  He begins with a figure of fifty and ends with ten.  In the 
end, not even ten righteous people can be found to prevent the destruction of the cities.  The 
angels have to literally drag Lot and his family out of Sodom to save their lives. 
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“The vague and tenuous hope that God is too kind to punish the ungodly has become a 

deadly opiate for the consciences of millions.”!

When we think of God’s judgment on the wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah, does it strike us as 
vengeful or as just?  Many people have a hard time appreciating God’s justice and His mercy.  The 
reality is that God is made up of both and without His justice we would not know His mercy.  Here 
are some ways to help you and your children appreciate both God’s justice and His mercy:

 Understand that God hates sin.  Read passages like Psalms 5:4-6, 11:5 and 45:6-7a.  Talk about 
how God is holy and cannot tolerate sin because it is an offense against who He is.  Tell your 
children that God and sin are like oil and water—the two don’t mix and can’t even exist in the 
same place.

 Understand how far God is willing to go to justly punish sin.  Read the story of the crucifixion 
in Matthew 27 and discuss with your children about how God was willing to let His own Son be 
a curse to show His justice on sin.

Previewing NEXT Sunday’s Lesson 
  

Use this in preparation for Sunday, December 23, 2012 
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 Understand that because God is just we can know His mercy.  By sending Jesus to die in our 
place, God was able to carry out His justice on sin and show His mercy to those who will place 
their faith in Him.  Talk with your children about the cross and how it represents both aspects 
of God’s divine nature.  Tell them that the punishment of the cross shows God’s hatred for sin 
but the fact that Christ endured it for us shows His love for His children.

My Mission As Parent:

to see Him as just and merciful.

children.  Be sure to tie in that discipline with how God deals with us as our Heavenly Father.

Prayer Points:

they can understand and learn from.


