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Family Discussion Questions/activities
1. Why does Paul instruct Timothy to confront the 

false teachers in his church? What were some of 
these false teachers teaching?

2. What is so bad about false teaching? Why does it 
matter?

3. What’s the difference between being “tolerant” 
and accepting everything that we hear as truth?

4. What things does Paul list in 1 Timothy 1:5 as the 
goal of our  discussions with other people about 
difficult issues?

5. It’s important to know God’s Word well so that we 
can spot false teachings. What is your current plan 
for studying the Bible?  If you don’t have a plan, it’s 
not too late to make one! Reflect on ways that you 
can know your Bible better.

6. Not all who teach the Bible teach what is true. Who 
are some people in your life who help you learn the 
Bible  (this could be friends, Sunday school teach-
ers, parents, grandparents, etc.)? Thank God for 
these “teachers” and pray for them that they will 
not be led astray.

7. Consider who you might be teaching by your own 
words and actions (like siblings, friends, younger 
children who look up to you, etc.). Pray that you, 
too, would be good teachers.    

Does 
Doctrine
Matter? 

 
1 Timothy 1:3-11



Sermon noteS

toDay’s theme
What’s so important about correct Doctrine? Imagine if an 
airplane pilot learned how to fly a plane from someone who was just 
pretending to be a pilot! That probably wouldn’t end so well, because 
false information usually leads to bad things. Likewise, when false teach-
ings are spread in the church, it can have very bad consequences. You 
see, not everyone who teaches the Bible teaches the truth. That’s why 
Paul encouraged Timothy to deal with the false teachers who were 
teaching doctrines contrary to the Gospel. Unfortunately, we also have 
false teachers in our day. That’s why it’s important to know the Bible for 
ourselves and to entrust the teaching of God’s word to “faithful men.”  
Before we can apply the truths of God’s Word, we need to have good 
teaching that reflects God’s will for our lives.

As Pastor Larry preaches today, write down or color a picture of any 
important things you learn.

the laW is gooD
Paul tells Timothy in 1 Timothy 1:8 that the law is good if it’s used properly. 
Do you remember the 10 Commandments we studied last year? These laws 
from God help us to know how we should relate both to God and to other 
people. See if you can match the symbol with the correct commandment.
.

doctrine (noun): a belief or a group of beliefs taught 
by a church or a group; something that is taught 
similar Words: teachings, principles

you shall not take the 
lord’s name in vain. 
you shall not murder. 
you shall have no 
other gods before me.
you shall not steal.
you shall not bear 
false witness.
you shall not 
commit adultery.
you shall not make for 
yourselves an idol.
you shall not covet.
Remember the 
sabbath.
honor your Father 
& mother.
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If you need help with the order of the commandments, look them up in Exodus 20:3-17 


