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Joseph was a dreamer.  He was also one of the youngest of his brothers and the favorite of his 
aging father Jacob.  In Joseph’s dreams, he was seen as the one to whom his brothers and father 
would show honor.  When he shared these dreams with his brothers, their feelings of jealously 
were made even worse.  Even his father seemed to think he was taking his dreams a little too far.

Jacob’s brothers grew tired of hearing his dreams, so they came up with a plan to kill him.  Instead 
of killing him, however, they sold him into slavery.  Far from being in a position of honor, Joseph 
was now a slave.  It would have only been natural for Joseph to feel abandoned and forgotten in 
Egypt.  He was even wrongly accused of a crime and thrown into an Egyptian prison.  How could 
any of this make any sense?

!"##$!%

God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform; 
He plants His footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm.

Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never failing skill, 
He treasures up His bright designs, 
And works His sovereign will.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace; 
Behind a frowning providence, 
He hides a smiling face.

His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flower.

Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan His work in vain; 
God is His own interpreter, 
And He will make it plain.

Previewing NEXT Sunday’s Lesson 
  

Use this in preparation for Sunday, February 3, 2013 
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God had given Joseph his dreams.  God had also allowed Joseph to be sold into slavery and then 
thrown into prison for a crime he didn’t commit.  There are times that it can be very hard for us to 
understand exactly what the Lord is doing, but we can rest assured that He is sovereign over all 
things and that He is good.  Here are a few suggestions to help you and your family see God at work 
in all things:

God Is Good All the Time: Get in the habit of saying this phrase and teach your children to say it.  
When they are experiencing difficult circumstances, ask your children to pause, pray and ask for 
God’s help to see His goodness at work.

Praise Him at All Times: When things are going well, it is easy to praise the Lord.  Be intentional 
about praising Him in bad circumstances as well and encourage your family to praise Him too.  
When your family is facing a tough situation, schedule a family praise time of singing and prayer.

My Mission As Parent:

children to do the same. Be honest when times are tough.  But also let those circumstances be 
opportunities to showcase trust in the Lord’s goodness.

you the grace and strength to do what comes unnatural and praise Him instead of complaining 
if you will seek His help.

Prayer Points:


