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In historical Middle Eastern families, the birthright was a very powerful gift from a father to the eldest 
son.  To possess the birthright meant both position and responsibility.  In the case of today’s Treasure 
Story, it also meant being the chosen one through whom the promised Deliverer would come. 

Esau was the oldest of the brothers.  By custom, the birthright should have passed to him.  God, 
however, is sovereign.  He is not bound by human customs or conventions.  He does exactly what 
He wills when it suits Him to do so.  His ways are above our ways, and His thoughts are above our 
thoughts (Isaiah 55:9).  When He chooses to do something contrary to our common sense, we have 
to trust that He knows exactly what He is doing.
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“When you go through a trial, the sovereignty of God is the pillow upon which you lay your 
head.”

The typical response to God when He does something that we don’t understand is to rebel against 
Him.  This neither gives Him the glory He is due nor does it do us any good.  By accepting the fact 
that He is sovereign and His choices are good, we are free from the temptation to try and control 
or manipulate our circumstances.  Here are a few ways your family can practice trusting in God’s 
sovereignty in everyday life: 

Start each day remembering that the day is His: At breakfast each morning as you pray over your 
food, also acknowledge that this day is the Lord’s and not yours.  You can even quote Psalm 118:24: 
“This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  If you see each day as a gift 
and not a right, it’s easier to deal with frustrations and disappointments.

Create a sovereignty pillow: Take a simple pillowcase and write “God’s Sovereignty” on it with 
a permanent marker.  Explain to your children that this phrase means that God is in control of 
everything and that He always does what is good.  Tell them that this pillowcase is to serve as a 
reminder that God’s sovereignty should be like a pillow where they can rest their heads in peace 
and safety, knowing that He has everything under control.

Previewing NEXT Sunday’s Lesson 
  

Use this in preparation for Sunday, January 20, 2013 
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My Mission As Parent:

It’s easy to get frustrated and question God even over simple things like being caught in traffic, 
having a flat tire or spilling coffee.  When we see these things in light of God’s sovereignty, however, 
we demonstrate to our family that God redeems every circumstance including the ones we don’t 
understand.

sovereign control over everything?

Prayer Points:

detail of your lives.

doing everything for His glory and for your good.

having no purpose or meaning.


