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Jacob is about to die.  Before he does, however, he calls his sons to his bedside to pronounce his 
blessing over them.  Reuben is the oldest and by custom should get the biggest blessing.  But 
because of Reuben’s sin in Genesis 35:22, Jacob chose to transfer the rights of the firstborn to 
Joseph.  This act combined with all the attention focused on Joseph in Genesis 37 and 39-48 leads 
us to believe that this is a buildup to Joseph receiving the biggest blessing of all from Jacob. 

Instead of doing what is expected, Jacob gives the biggest blessing to Judah.  It turns out that 
Judah is the one God has chosen to be the direct ancestor of the promised Deliverer.  Common 
sense would have led to it being Joseph, but what passes for common sense with us may very well 
be foolishness to God.
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God doesn’t always do what we expect Him to do.  This is not because He is unreliable—it is because 
our expectations are faulty.  We are sinful and are prone to use the wrong criteria for deciding what 
is good.  God showed His wisdom in unexpectedly choosing Judah over Reuben and Joseph to be 
the ancestor of the promised Deliverer.  Here are a few ways to help you and your family gain a 
greater perspective and trust God’s wisdom over your own:

Two Sides of a Cross-stitch: Take a completed cross-stitch and show the back of it to your 
children.  Let them see the messiness and seeming disorder of the threads.  Then turn the cloth 
around and let them see the front that shows a clear picture and pattern.  Our wisdom as humans 
is like the back of the cross-stitch.  What we see often makes no sense, but what God sees is the 
front where everything makes perfect sense.  This is why we should trust the Lord’s wisdom and 
not our own.

Zoomed In:  Pull up a map on the computer and zoom in as close as it will let you to a spot that 
your children should recognize.  Then slowly zoom out until they guess the spot.  Our perspective 
is like the image zoomed in too close.  We can only see a little bit, and we may not understand 
what we are seeing.  But God’s perspective is like the image that is zoomed out.  He can see 
everything.  Our limitations are opportunities to trust God to show us His perspective.

“Wisdom will not go with comforting illusions, false sentiment, or the use of rose-
colored spectacles.”

Previewing NEXT Sunday’s Lesson 
  

Use this in preparation for Sunday, February 17, 2013 
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My Mission As Parent:

eagerness to trust God’s wisdom and not your own by prayer and by waiting on Him.

opportunities to see from God’s perspective and to learn how He will provide.

Prayer Points:

own wisdom.

disappoint you.


