
FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. Christians fled from Jerusalem because they were being 

threatened. How would you feel if our family had to flee 
from this area because of threats? What do you think kept 
those early Christians like Philip motivated to continue 
preaching about Jesus?

2. How do the events in the city of Samaria in verses 6-8 com-
pare to what had already happened in the city of Jerusa-
lem?

3. Luke makes note of who people “paid attention” to several 
times. What’s it mean to “pay attention” to someone and 
to what they have to say? Who do you pay attention to? 
Why?

4. What are some of the differences you notice between 
Philip and Simon? What were their highest goals?

5. Simon had already believed in Christ and been baptized, 
yet he needed Peter to strongly correct and warn him. Why 
do followers of Jesus need that type of challenge? How do 
you respond when people challenge you to change?
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This week we are making Advent Fam-
ily Devotional Guides available for your 
family to use.Check out the Family Life 
blog (familylifeatccc.wordpress.com) 
for more details and for a digital copy to 
use if you weren’t able to pick up a 
hard copy at the Welcome Center.



ACTS 8:5-25

TODAY
IN ACTS

After Stephen’s death, many of the believers scattered from Jerusalem. 
One of those people, Philip, who was a deacon, went down to the city of 
Samaria and began to preach to the people there about Jesus. Many who 
heard believed, and the Bible says “There was much joy in that city. But 
there was a man named Simon...” How exciting to see the message of the 
Gospel go forth from Jerusalem just like Jesus promised in Acts 1:8! But 
now, another threat, a man named Simon. Let’s see how this story goes...
 
Here are some notes for today’s sermon:

Philip’s Story:

 

Simon’s Story: 

  
 What did Simon have that was “good”?

  
 What did he want that was “better”?

 
  
 What did he miss out on that was “best”?

THE  
MAGICIAN
Philip shared the good 

news of the Gospel with 
Simon the Magician, whom 

the people “paid atten-
tion to.” Draw a picture of 

today’s story  in your 
travel journal.

Back in Acts 1, Jesus told 
the disciples they would be 

His witnesses, starting in 
Jerusalem and going out 
to the ends of the earth. 

In today’s passage, we see 
this fulfilled as the Gospel  

message spreads to  
Judea & Samaria!

ACTS 1
PROMISE


