
FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
Read Acts 15:36-16:5 as a family.

1. Why did Paul want to leave Antioch again (15:36)? How 
could we as a family try to keep in touch with other Chris-
tians we’ve known in other cities, states, or countries?

2. What’s the biggest disagreement you’ve ever had with 
someone? How did you handle it?

3. What was Paul and Barnabas’s disagreement about (15:37-
39)? If you’d been there in Antioch and had to choose 
which man to go with, who do you think you would have 
chosen? Why?

4. What are some important things to remember as we 
handle disagreements with other people in our family 
or even in our church? A helpful passage to process with 
older children is Romans 12:14-21. 

5. Even in our own town, Christians have “separated.” We 
have dozens of churches around us. Why do you think that 
is? Is that a good thing or a bad thing? Why?

6. What was the difference between Timothy’s parents 
(16:1)? What do you think that was like for Timothy growing 
up? Do you know any kids whose parents have different be-
liefs about Jesus? Spend time praying for them as a family.

7. In 16:5, it says that the churches were “growing in number 
daily.” What does that mean? What needs to happen in our 
church if we’d like to see that happen today?
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Dates & timeline based on charts from The ESV Study Bible, Crossway, 2008.

Paul & Barnabas stayed in Antioch for a few years, but then they decided 
to travel again and visit the other churches. Barnabas told Paul that he 
wanted to bring John (also called Mark or John Mark) with them on 
this trip. If you remember Mark, he went on the first trip with Paul and 
Barnabas but quit and returned home before Paul and Barnabas finished. 
Barnabas knew that Mark had made a mistake and wanted to give him a 
second chance to encourage him. But Paul knew that the work of sharing 
the Gospel was too important to have someone who couldn’t be count-
ed on to stay and do the work. Who do you think was right? Let’s see how 
God uses this disagreement to spread His message!

  
 

CHOOSING
SIDES

When it came to taking to 
John Mark along, Paul & 

Barnabas disagreed.
Draw a picture of

the situation.
What ended up

happening?
text adapted from www.ministry-to-children.com


