
FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Read Acts 16:16-24
•	 What do we learn about the power of God when we see 

that Paul easily just spoke to this evil spirit and made it 
leave that girl? How should seeing how powerful God is af-
fect the way we pray as a family?

•	 Paul and Silas were doing good things--telling people there 
in Philippi the good news about Jesus. Yet God let them be 
beaten and thrown in jail. Does that surprise you? Why do 
you think God let that happen (Hint: think about who they 
end up getting to talk to about Jesus that they probably 
never would have been able to otherwise.)? Take time as a 
family to look at the site persecution.com and to pray for 
at least one of the people listed recently under the “Get 
Involved / Pray” tab.

Read Acts 16:25-40.
•	 Does it surprise you how verse 25 starts (considering 

where they were and what had just happened to them)? 
What could have made these men act that way?!

•	 When we talk about being “saved,” what do we need to be 
saved from? How did Jesus make that saving possible?

•	 What do you need to do to be saved? Do kids who have 
parents that believe in Jesus automatically believe in Jesus, 
and are they automatically “saved” too? (Take some time 
to help them see what Paul meant in verse 31...that the 
“household” needed to believe in Jesus also...They didn’t 
just get “saved” because their dad believed in Jesus.)

•	 For those who might desire a tool to share the gospel in a 
concise way with your children and call them to believe, 
you can use one called “Who Will be King?” You can ac-
cess it online at https://www.matthiasmedia.com.au/2wtl/
whowillbeking/

•	 With Resurrection Sunday coming up, be thinking of 
people you as a family (whether parents or children) can 
be telling about Jesus. Take time to pray for them! Maybe 
even practice what you’d say to them. The “Who Will Be 
King” link above would be really helpful, especially for older 
children.
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ACTS 16:16-40

TODAY
IN ACTS

Dates & timeline based on charts from The ESV Study Bible, Crossway, 2008.

Paul & Silas have been staying with Lydia in Macedonia, meeting with the 
little church there. They met a demon-possessed slave girl who followed 
them around shouting. When Paul rebuked the demon within her and it 
left her, her fortune-telling powers were gone, and with them, her mas-
ters’ hopes of wealth. A mob formed against them and Paul & Silas soon 
found themselves in jail - not just a normal jail cell, but the inner dungeon 
- with their feet clamped in stocks. So now what? How could God use 
Paul	&	Silas	now?!	Let’s	find	out!

  
 

JAIL
BREAK

Draw a picture
 of the earthquake

that Paul & Silas
experienced.  

What happened 
to them?


