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QUESTIONS FOR PARENTS

Read Phillippians 1:21-26 together as a family. Then ask 
the following questions, using sensitivity and discretion:

•	 To prime the pump, ask a series of would you rather 
questions such as: 
 -Would you rather eat only carrots or only apples  
 for a day? 
 -Would you rather wear your shoes on the wrong  
 feet or wear your pants backwards?

 -Would you rather have the power to be invisible  
	 or	the	power	to	fly?

Then ask them a question that may seem obvious to 
them, but might not have seemed so obvious to Paul: 
Would you rather die or stay alive? Then share with 
them that this is a question that Paul really struggled 
with.

•	 We probably all think it’d be better to stay alive, but 
what did Paul say in this passage that shows why he 
thought it may be better to die?! (Hint: see the end 
of verse 23 and who Paul says he’d be with if he dies) 
Depending on the age of your children, this might be 
a good opportunity to discuss the age old question 
that children ask of “what happens to people when 
they die?” Passages like 2 Corinthians 5:6-8 and John 
14:1-4 may be helpful.

•	 But by the end of these verses, he decides that it’s 
probably best, for then, for him to stay alive. What 
could Paul do by staying alive on earth that he 
wouldn’t have been able to do if he had gone to be 
with Jesus? 

•	 Pray for those Christians around the world, or those 
you know personally, who may be nearing the end 
of their lives due to sickness or threats. Pray that God 
would use them while they are still alive to point oth-
ers to Jesus--and that they would trust Him to the end.
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