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QUESTIONS FOR PARENTS

Read Philippians 3:12-16 together as a family. Then use 
these questions as a guide to discussing it: 

• Ask what the difference is between a set of stairs and 
an escalator. You may end up in the same place, but 
which one requires more energy and effort? 

• Some people think that the Christian life is more like 
the escalator--that we just step on and don’t need to 
do anything, but that we ultimately make it to God. 
But Paul uses words to describe the Christian life in this 
passage like “straining forward” and “pressing on.” 
What do those words mean? 

• Jesus has done all the work necessary to gain us 
forgiveness, but He also calls us to do the hard work 
of obeying Him. Sometimes it may feel easier than 
others to obey, but sometimes it’s difficult! What are 
some areas in which you have to work really hard to 
obey God? What makes that part of life so difficult? 

• Take time to pray for one another that you would 
keep trusting Jesus and doing the hard work of obey-
ing Him!
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