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Treasuring Christ :: Year 3: The Gospels

Connecting Church and Home
Quarter 4, Week 11 :: Paul’s First Missionary Journey

Treasure Story: Acts 14:1-23

Paul had a new name and a new heart and was now ready to tell others about the Gospel of Jesus. Paul had been 
transformed from a persecutor to a missionary, and he was ready to spread the great name of Christ among all people.

Connect

 “Every Christian here is either a missionary or an imposter.” 
 - Charles Spurgeon in a sermon entitled “A Sermon and a Reminiscence” from the March 1873 edition 
 of Sword and the Trowel

Paul was willing to go anywhere to preach the Good News that had changed his heart. No amount of persecution was 
going to stop him. On his first missionary trip, he preached the Gospel and the result was being stoned. He could have 
just given up, but he refused because despite persecution some of the people had believed their message. As you 
participate in the following activities, remember the boldness and faith of Paul:

 • Heart for the Nations: Paul was adamant about spreading the Gospel of Jesus. He wanted all people to know 
    about the Jesus that had changed his heart. Do we have the same heart for the nations? Talk with your children 
    about how sharing the Gospel starts in your own neighborhood. Plan a time for you and your children to do 
    something for your neighbors that opens the door for you to have a Gospel conversation with them.
 • Praying for Our Missionaries: Share with your children that many of our brothers and sisters in Christ are in 
    different parts of the world preaching the Good News. Some are in hard-to-reach places, and some are in 
    places open to the Gospel. This week, pray each day for missionaries in different countries (go to www.imb.org). 

My Mission As Parent

 • Are you afraid of rejection and persecution? Paul and Barnabas were not afraid. Teach your children to be bold 
    and filled with faith when they preach Christ.
 • Have you ever gone on a foreign mission trip? Have you been afraid or just did not feel like you were able to 
    go? God calls us to be ambassadors for Him for all nations. Begin praying about opportunities through your 
    church to go and share the love of Christ with a different people group.

Prayer Points

 • Praise God that He changes our hearts, just as he changed Paul’s.
 • Pray for God to call many laborers to go to foreign lands to preach Christ. Pray that He would make it 
    abundantly clear if He calls you to go.
 • Thank God for sending Christ to be our salvation. Thank Him for sending the Spirit who changes people’s 
    hearts toward a saving relationship with Christ.
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