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Treasuring Christ :: Year 3: The Gospels

Connecting Church and Home
Quarter 4, Week 12 :: The Unknown God

Treasure Story: Acts 17:16-34

Many of us have probably heard this saying: “All roads lead to heaven.” This type of saying is untrue, and yet the 
Athenians in today’s Treasure Story lived this way. Many people today also believe this lie and try to shape God into their 
own image. 

Connect

 “Beware of manufacturing a God of your own: a God who is all mercy, but not just; a God who is all love, but not 
 holy; a God who has a heaven for every body, but a hell for none; a God who can allow good and bad to be side 
 by side in time, but will make no distinction between good and broad in eternity. Such a God is an idol of your 
 own, as truly an idol as any snake or crocodile in an Egyptian temple. The hands of your own fancy and 
 sentimentality have made him. He is not the God of the Bible, and beside the God of the Bible there is no God 
 at all.”
 – J. C. Ryle in a sermon entitled “Fire! Fire!”

Paul had an opportunity to speak to the men of Athens about an altar with the inscription to “the unknown god.” He saw 
an opportunity to bridge the gap between their knowledge of God to a saving repentant acceptance of the one true 
God. Only by knowing and trusting in Christ can we know God. Think on God’s grace in freeing us from idolatry as you 
discuss the following topics with your children:

 • Laying Aside Our Love of Idols: Talk with your children about some things that we love more than we should. 
    These things that we love more than God are idols, and we cannot serve them and God. Pray as a family to 
    give up the idols in your lives. Encourage each other to focus instead on worshiping and serving God.
 • A True Representative of God: We all have at least one friend or acquaintance who believes or follows a god 
    that is not a true representative of the true living God. Look for opportunities as Paul did to reveal the true 
    representative of God in Jesus. Show them the love of God through Christ as you share the Gospel with them.

My Mission As Parent

 • Do you rise up and spread the Gospel when opportunities present themselves or do you look the other way? 
    Paul saw an opportunity, and he took hold of it. While his presentation was clear and pointed to Christ, only 
    some were saved that day. We do not know when the Holy Spirit will move people to follow Christ, but we are 
    urged to act when opportunities arise.
 • Many times we do not realize that something in our life has become an idol. Are there any idols in your life that 
	 			you	need	to	flee	from?	Maybe	your	job,	money,	or	even	your	children	are	your	idols.	Ask	God	to	help	you	to	set	
    aside those idols and follow Him.

Prayer Points

 • Pray that you would be sensitive to opportunities to share the true representative of God.
	 •	Pray	that	you	would	flee	from	the	idols	in	your	life	and	seek	to	follow	and	love	Christ	more.
 • Ask the Holy Spirit to give you boldness as you share Christ with unbelievers.
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